Christopher Elam


Christopher Elam

588 10th Street, Suite 4, Brooklyn, NY, 11215    917.602.0478    chris@misnomer.org    www.misnomer.org
Career Highlights
   

 


Misnomer Dance Theater, NYC-based modern dance company, founding artistic director and choreographer (1998-present). Misnomer is a professional organization with an administrator, managing consultant, fundraising consultant, office manager, interns, and advisory board

· 21 commissions & grants

· 200+ performances in 6 countries and 14 states

· 45 reviews & articles

· Commissioned 17 composers, 34 live musical performances

· Presented 7 guest dance artists

Major Commissions Joyce Theater, Jerome Foundation, New York State Council for the Arts, Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, Yard for Dance, American Music Center

Trained, Taught, and Choreographed in Cuba, Turkey, Indonesia, Ireland, and Brazil

Guest Artist and Adjunct Faculty at five universities

Press Highlights feature article in Dance Magazine, interviews and reviews in The New York Times

Education

2001

New York University Tisch School of the Arts – New York, NY


MFA, Dance and Choreography
Full graduate fellowship

2001

Lincoln Center Institute – New York, NY 

Invited to an intensive summer program for building curriculum for arts education
1999

School for International Training – Bali, Indonesia 

Cultural Anthropology

Trained in traditional Topeng dance theater with dance master for seven months 

1998

Brown University – Providence, RI
       

BA, Public Policy focusing on the arts and education

       

Magna cum laude, GPA 3.74

TEACHING EXPERIENCE – Semester Appointments

Fall 2005
Brown University Department of Theater, Speech & Dance – Providence, RI


Guest choreographer and instructor

“Animal Interplay”

Undergraduate level, engaged professors and students from seven disciplines in the creation of a staged choreography, educational DVD documentary, and workshop series about the interactions of animals

Fall 2005
Manhattanville College Department of Theater & Dance – Rye, NY


Guest faculty & choreographer

“The Creation of a Dance: A Lengthwise Village”

Undergraduate level, choreographed a new dance with students, taught workshops, assigned readings, papers, and evaluation assignments

Fall 2005
Hofstra University Department of Dance – Hempstead, NY


Guest faculty & choreographer

“The Creation of a Dance: Heavy Train”

Undergraduate level, choreographed a new dance with students, taught workshops, assigned readings, papers, and evaluation assignments

Spr 2005
Brown University Department of Theater, Speech & Dance – Providence, RI


Adjunct faculty

“Improbable Partnering and Exceptional Physical Interactions”

Graduate/undergraduate level, this class drew from dance partnering, improvisation, composition, and technique, resulting in a series of classes and a final choreography

Spr 2002
Mimar Sinan State Conservatory of the Arts Department of Dance – Istanbul, Turkey


Guest faculty & choreographer

“Modern Technique” (8 classes/week)

“Improvisation” (2 classes/week)

“Composition” (2 classes/week)

“Repertory - new dance creation” (12 hours/week)

Graduate/undergraduate level, taught and mentored students

TEACHING EXPERIENCE – Single and Multi-Day Workshops Number of classes in parentheses
2005

Harvard University – Boston, MA (1)
Performance Studies International – Providence, RI (3)
American Dance Legacy Institute – Providence, RI (2)
Trinity Repertory Theater – Providence, RI (4)
Manhattanville College – Rye, NY (1)
Hofstra University – Hempstead, NY (1)
PACE Theater – Mamaroneck, NY (1)
2004

DanzAbierta, National Modern Dance Company of Cuba – Havana, Cuba (30)
Hobart and William Smith Colleges – Geneva, NY (12)
Concord Academy – Concord, MA (1)
The Boston Conservatory – Boston, MA (4)

Roger Williams University – Providence, RI (7)
Broward College – Fort Lauderdale, FL (1)
BAK West Palm Beach School for the Performing Arts – West Palm Beach, FL (8)
Hofstra University – Hempstead, NY (1)
2003

Brown University – Providence, RI (3)
The Cambridge School of Weston – Weston, MA (2)
Mamaroneck High School – Mamaroneck, NY (3)
Concord Academy – Concord, MA (1)
Hofstra University – Hempstead, NY (1)

2002 Summer Stages Dance – Concord, MA (12)
Bolsak University – Istanbul, Turkey (3)
Mustafa Studio – Istanbul, Turkey (26)
PACE Theater – Mamaroneck, NY (3)
Brown University – Providence, RI (2)
Center for New Dance Development – Portland, ME (2)
The Circle School – Portland, ME (1)
Fieldston High School – New York, NY (1)
2001 Encontro Internacional De Dance Do Para – Belem, Brazil (12)
Mariecel Godal School – Belem, Brazil (4)
PACE Theater – Mamaroneck, NY (1)
2000

Brown University – Providence, RI (4)
The Dalton School – New York, NY (1)
1999

The Met School – Providence, RI (1)
PACE Theater – Mamaroneck, NY (3)
Fieldston School – New York, NY (1)
The Dalton School – New York, NY (1)
Brown University – Providence, RI (12)

1998

Roger Williams School – Providence, RI (1) 

Central School – Mamaroneck, NY (1)

Brown University – Providence, RI (16)

PERFORMANCES AND RESIDENCIES

Touring dates include master classes, workshops, lecture/demonstrations, open rehearsals, and other community activities in addition to company performances. (*) indicates full Misnomer production; other engagements are shared engagements.  Number of public performances in parentheses

International

2005

Performance for European City of Culture – Cork, Ireland (1)
2004

National Theater of Cuba* – Havana, Cuba (5)

2001

Mimar Sinan University* – Istanbul, Turkey (9)
2001

International Dance Festival of Para – Belem, Brazil (10)

National

2005

Katrina Benefit, Brown University – Providence, RI (1)
2005

American Dance Legacy Institute, Brown University – Providence, RI (4)

2005

Performance Studios International, Brown University – Providence, RI (1)

2004

Hobart and William Smith Colleges* – Geneva, NY (1)

2004

Roger Williams University – Providence, RI (5)
2003

Cambridge School of Weston* – Cambridge, MA (1)

2003

Bates Dance Festival * – Lewiston, ME (1)
2003

Summer Stages Dance * – Concord, MA (2)
2003

Portland Center for Dance – Portland, ME (1)
2003

Baruch University* – New York, NY (1)
2002

Asian Dance Festival – Queens, NY (2)
2001

Brown University* – Providence, RI (3)

2000

The Stage House* – Charlottesville, VA (2)

PUBLIC PERFORMANCES OF WORK (New York City Area)

(*) indicates full Misnomer production; other engagements are shared engagements.  (Number of public performances in parentheses)
Honorary Benefit Performances by Invitation
2005

Joyce SoHo Theater Benefit (1)
2005

Fractured Atlas Benefit (1)
Season Productions in New York

2005

PACE Theater (2)
2005

Sitelines Festival, River-to-River Festival* (14)
2005

Baruch Nagelberg Theater* (4)
2003

Performance Space 122* (8)
2002

Chashama Theater* (6)
2002

Joyce SoHo Theater* (3)
2001

University Settlement Theater* (6)
Produced Showings by Invitation in New York
2005

Brooklyn Museum (1)
2005

DanceNow/NYC Festival at Dance Theater Workshop (1)
2005

Union Square Festival (1)
2005

Riverside Festival (1)
2004

92nd St Y Harkness Dance Center* (1)
2004

Bowery Poetry Club (1)
2004

Joe's pub at The Public Theater (1)
2004

St. Ann's Church* (2)
2004

Tea Dances (1)
2004

Symphony Space (1)
2004

Joe's Pub at the Public Theater (2)
2004

92nd St Y Harkness Dance Center (1)
2003

Danspace Project (1)
2003

Joyce SoHo Theater (1)
2003

Union Street Dance (1)
2003

Joyce SoHo Theater (3)
2003

Tea Dances (1)
2003

Wax (4)
2003

Joyce SoHo Theater (1)
2003

Brooklyn Arts Exchange (2)
2002

Danspace Project (1)
2002

PACE Theater * (2)
2002

White Wave Theater (1)
2002

Galapagos Art House (2)
2002

Chashama Theater (1)
2002

PACE Theater* (3)
2001

Joyce SoHo Theater (1)
2000

Medicine Show (2)
2000

Medicine Show (2)
2000

Hatch Performance (1)
1999

Performance Space 122 (1)
GRANTS & CHOREOGRAPHIC COMMISSIONS 
2006
Joyce SoHo Theater – for new choreography
2006

The Yard for Dance – with company residency
2006
American Music Center Fund for Dance Program – for composition and live music
2005
The Lower Manhattan Cultural Council – for 14 company performances in Sitelines festival

2005

Brown University’s Creative Arts Council – for new choreography
2005
Hofstra University – for new choreography
2005
Manhattanville College – for new choreography
2004
DanzAbierta – for new choreography on Cuba’s leading modern dance company
2004
Union Street Dance – for new choreography
2003
The Jerome Foundation – produced through Performance Space 122
2003
The New York State Council for the Arts – produced through Performance Space 122 
2003, 04
Meet the Composer – for live music
2003
Lower Manhattan Cultural Council Manhattan Community Arts Fund – for new choreography
2003

Bates Dance Festival – with choreographic residency

2003
Brooklyn Arts Exchange – for new choreography
2001, 02, 03
New York University – for new choreography

2002
Mimar Sinan State Conservatory for the Arts – Istanbul, Turkey, for new choreography

2002
Portland Center for New Dance Development – for new choreography
2001

New York University Graduate Fellowship – full tuition
AWARDS AND HONORS

2004

Dance/ USA New Artistic Directors Scholarship

2001 
New York/International Fringe Festival Critics Choice Award
2000 
American Dance Festival Martha Myers Scholarship for Excellence in Dance
1999 
Bates Dance Festival Full Merit Scholarship

1999
Brown University Carpenter Award for Elocution
1999

The Weston Award for Choreography
1994

The Rockefeller Performing Arts Award
PRESS COVERAGE

Features




Dance Magazine – three-page featured article and New York Notebook feature


The New York Times – half-page photo and featured preview


The New York Times – featured company in fall preview three years in a row
Reviews
Dance Magazine, The New Yorker, The New York Times, The Village Voice, Backstage, On & Off Magazine, The Dance Insider, The Boston Globe, The Boston Herald, The Providence Phoenix, Gay Daily News, Brown Alumni Monthly, The Metro, AM/NY, The Boston Phoenix, and others, both nationally and internationally
Interviews
The New York Times, The New Yorker, The Providence Phoenix
Television
Converse Sneakers – television commercial featuring Misnomer (in production)
VH-1 – pilot for comedy show featuring Misnomer (in production)
Cuban TV – 30-minute feature 

Bloomberg TV – 30-second featured spot

New York One – 30-second featured spot
Radio
Joe Franklin Show – Bloomberg Radio 

Joey Reynolds Show – 890 AM
MODERN CHOREOGRAPHY  
2006

Throw People (4 dancers) 

Commissioned by Joyce SoHo Theater and American Music Center. Original music by Andy Teirstein and performed live by four musicians. Collaborating with Tere O’Connor as editing advisor.
2005

The Village Where the Tails Lay Lengthwise (8 dancers)

Commissioned by Manhattanville College. Collaboration with costume designer Liz Prince.
2005

Animal Interplay (5 dancers)

Commissioned by Brown University. Collaboration with professors of sciences and humanities, documentary artist, and students.
2005

Several Stories (5 dancers)

Commissioned by The Lower Manhattan Cultural Council. Original music by Rob Erikson. Outdoor site-specific piece involving pigeons.
2005

Fill in the Blank (2 dancers)

Commissioned by George Bardwill. Original music composed and mixed live in real-time by Rob Erikson.
2005

Toes of a Snail (5 dancers)

Commissioned in part by DanzAbierta.  Original music composed and mixed live in real-time by Rob Erikson. Collaboration with dramaturge Jill Samuels.
2005

Ta Ta Ta (3 dancers)

2003

Maggie & George (2 dancers)

Made possible in part by a residency at the Center for New Dance Development in Portland, ME and by both the Jerome Foundation and by the NYSCA through the P.S. 122 Commissioning Initiative. Original music by Andy Teirstein was supported by the Meet the Composer Fund.
2003

Ten Feet (5 dancers)

Commissioned in part by the Bates Dance Festival. Original music by Jesse Manno and Mike Vargas. Collaboration with designer Kabrina Sky Buck.
2003

Hush Fire (2 dancers)

Original music composed by Andy Teirstein with support from the Meet the Composer Fund.
2003

Tin Man (solo)

Commissioned in part by the Bates Dance Festival. Original music by Christopher Elam and Malina Rauschenfels. Collaboration with designer Kabrina Sky Buck.
2003

Our Town (4 dancers)

Commissioned in part by the Brooklyn Arts Exchange with support from the dance program of NYSCA.
2003

Dreams of Your Acceptance (2 dancers)



Collaboration with dramaturge Joy Kellman.
2002

Breakfast With You (2 dancers)



Commissioned by Mimar Sinan State Conservatory for the Arts.
2002

Match Making (2 dancers)



Original music by Andy Teirstein.
2001

Cast-Iron Crutches (solo)

2001

I’m Staying a Little Longer (2 dancers)



Collaboration with dramaturge Jill Samuels.
2001

Inabable (5 dancers)

2001

Looking Long in the Stampede (3 dancers)

2001

Eggs in a Seashell (5 dancers)



Original music composed by Christopher Elam.
2000

When Later Begins (14 dancers)

Original music by Tom Deban. Set design by Casey Marlin. Costume designed by Mark Handel.

2000

All of Me (2 dancers)



Original music by Scott Killian.
1999

Fire Engine (solo)



Original music by Christopher Elam.
1998

All at Ends (3 dancers)



Original music by Nate Stumpf.
1998

Misnomer (5 dancers)

1998 
When Were We (2 dancers)



Original music by Aaron Freske and Clare Burson.

1998 
XY (2 dancers)

1998 
Crotchfrog (5 dancers)

1996 
Mitochondria (4 dancers)

1995 
Albert (solo)

1994 
Brothers (2 dancers)

1994

Retro (3 dancers)

1994 
Flowers (4 dancers)

1993 Cacophony (10 dancers)

Original music by David Edelstein.
COMPOSERS COMMISSIONED
2002, 03, 05
Andy Teirstein
2005

Rob Erickson – performed live for premiere run
2005

Marcel Wiercox – performed live for premiere run
2003

Mike Vargas – performed live for premiere run
2003

Jesse Manno – performed live for premiere run
2003

Malina Rauschenfels
2001

Scott Killian
2001

The Talujon Percussion Ensemble – performed live for premiere run
2000

Tom Deban – performed live for premiere run
1998

Clare Burson – performed live for premiere run
1998

Aaron Ferske – performed live for premiere run
1998

Nate Stumpf – performed live for premiere run
1993

David Edelstein
GUEST ARTISTS PRESENTED IN MISNOMER’S NYC SEASON PRODUCTIONS

2002

Ann Carlson

2002

Sean Curran

2002

Yoshiko Chuma

2002

Thoth – the subject of the Academy Award winning documentary, “Thoth”
2002

Heidi Latsky

2002

Edisa Weeks

TEACHING COMPETENCIES – Full Courses
Technique – Beg, Int, Adv
Composition – Beg, Int, Adv
Improvisation – Beg, Int, Adv
Modern Dance Partnering 

Performance Skills
Voice and Movement

TEACHING COMPETENCIES – Workshops May be developed into courses

Dance

World Dance

Dance Technology

Somatics

Creative Process

Creating Dance in Intercultural Contexts

Dance Business Skills

Defining and Executing Real-World Projects

Directing a Company

Grant Writing

Marketing

Private Fundraising

Website Design

PERFORMED UNDER THE CHOREOGRAPHIC DIRECTION OF

Ongoing
Misnomer Dance Theater

2002, 04, 05
Tina Croll and James Cunningham’s “From The Horses Mouth”

2005

Christopher Williams
2001

Tere O’Connor


2001

Bill T. Jones

2000

Chris Yon
1998

Snappy Dance Theater
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: Lectures, Membership & Publications by invitation
2005

Fractured Atlas – Artistic Advisory Board member
2005

Pentacle Management – Represented artist member
2005

Performance Studies International – Featured lecturer and workshop
2005

American Dance Legacy Institute – Featured lecturer and workshop
2005

Dance/USA Journal – Published article
2005

DC Dance Journal – Published article

2004

Lower Manhattan Cultural Council – Grant panelist
2004

Lower Manhattan Cultural Council – Featured artist on Sitelines Festival panel
2003

Zia Artists Management – Represented artist member
2003

Union Street Dance – Grant panelist 

DANCE TRAINING teacher listed only if I received extensive training with them
Balinese
I Ketut Kantar, I Wayan Dibia
African
Michelle Bach-Coulibaly
Turkish
Memet Akis
Cuban
Malike Boaz, Marcel Dia
Modern
Sean Curran, Karla Wolfangle,  Marlies Yearby, JerryHoulihan, Doug Neilson, Andrea Woods, Nicholas Leichter, Joy Kellman, Gus Solomons, Heidi Latsky, Miguel Gutierez, Michelle Bach-Coulibaly, Julie Strandberg, Gwen Wellever
Ballet
Marjorie Mussman, Jackie Villamil, Jim Martin, Cherelyn Lavanggino, Jim Sutton, Kate Solomon, Cassandra Pfeiffer, Jeffery Edwards
Comp
Martha Meyers, Phillys Lamhunt, Kay Cummings, David Dorfman, Lisa Race, Annamaura Silverblatt, Johnathan Wolken
Improv
Johnathan Wolken, Martha Meyers, Phillys Lamhunt
Pilates
Kathy Grant, Linda Tarney
Ideokinesis
Andre Bernard
Feldenkrais
Frania Zins
Alexander
Alexander Institute of New York
BMC

Ray Swartz, Roseanne Spraldin
Yoga

Ten years training in Ashtanga, Bikram, and Hatha forms 
Dance Hist.
Deborah Jowitt, Patricia Beaman


RELATED PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE AND TRAINING

Theater

Teaching
Brown University – guest lectured three times for Senior Theater Seminar
Trinity Repertory Theater – taught in MFA acting master classes four times

Productions
“Kill The Lights” – served as choreographic consultant, New York, NY



“The Borders Open” – served as choreographic consultant, New York, NY


“Camino Real” – choreographed theatrical staging, Brown University
“The Tempest” – sole actor in a one-person rendition, Brown University


“PoPoMo” – actor, Brown University


“Angels in America” – directed scenes at New York University


Acting – roles in nine productions, Mamaroneck High School
Training
Directing course – New York University in the Masters program
Six acting courses – New York University, Brown University, and Mamaroneck High School
New Media

Projects
Collaborating with Blue Noise Productions – a Holland-based interactive media firm for the creation of new production in 2006-2007

Collaborated with Blue Noise Productions – a Holland-based interactive media firm in Cork, Ireland, presenting a dance with motion tracking and sound and video triggers at a conference for the European City of Culture presentation in 2005

Video-dance research and production – worked with Max software to design triggers of video clips in response to signals from a motion detector. Choreographed a dance in which my movements triggered a series of related video clips projected onto a large screen, Brown University

Training
New Media Composition Course – Brown University

Work Exp. 
Paid member of the Computer Graphics Research Group – Brown University
Paid Teaching Assistant for Brown University Computer Science Department – taught object-oriented design in Java, developed lecture content, taught sections, and held office hours
Video

Training 
Graduate Video Specialist Fellowship – New York University Tisch Department of Dance in 2001
Videography of dance performances – New York University
Video and television production courses – four years at Mamaroneck High School
Jim Henson Productions – studio internship
Projects 
Intensive usage of video technology – as part of Misnomer’s current rehearsal process. All rehearsals are videotaped directly to laptop, and some are broadcast in real-time to collaborators in Holland



Promotional DVDs – shooting, processing, and editing for Misnomer Dance Theater 

Educational DVD – designed and executed creation of an educational DVD entitled which includes footage of staged dance performance, rehearsal process, and interviews with professors and students
Music

Training
Course in Music Composition – New York University Tisch MFA program
Two courses in Music Theory – New York University Tisch MFA program

Course in Vocal Training – private lessons, New York University Tisch MFA program

Course in “Voice and Movement” – American Dance Festival
Vocal 
Singing – four years of choir, Men’s Ensemble, and numerous musicals
Projects
Collaborations – commissioned seventeen composers
Composed music – for two of my choreographies
Incorporate vocal work into my rehearsal process
Teaching
Teach “Voice and Movement” workshops
Public Policy in the Arts and Education

Training
Undergraduate major in Public Policy – with focus on arts and education
Courses – “Federal Policy in the Arts”, and “Educational Philosophy”
Member of a team researching and evaluating charter high schools – Providence, RI
LANGUAGES

Bahasa Indonesian – Basic conversational, served as translator for guest artists at American Dance Festival and Bates Dance Festival
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